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and tact, for though she had to deny their petition and inflict the
cruellest disappointment on them, she did it in words of such
loving gratitude that two members of the Lower House were
moved to propose sending her thanks for the good opinion
she had of them. Peter Wentworth rose and declared that she
deserved no thanks.

The House of Commons was in a difficult mood; swayed by
great love for the Queen and tempestuous wrath against her
enemies. If they could not have the head ofe the monstrous and
huge dragon', the Queen of Scots, they were determined to
have that ofc the roaring lion', the Duke of Norfolk. They could
hardly be persuaded to wait for a few days, and let Elizabeth act
without coercion, A victim they had to be given; and so on
2 June Norfolk was led out to suffer on Tower Hill. He died
bravely and repentant, though to the end, in expectation of life,
he lied about his acts. There was much good in him. Few docu-
ments are so moving as the sweet letter of farewell that he sent
to his children. Thus perished the only duke in England, and the
first noble victim of the reign. All that day Elizabeth was sad.

Mary would have died, too, had it not been for Elizabeth's
compassion and indomitable will. The French ambassador was
busy interceding for her life, but from Paris the English am-
bassador told his mistress that the only reason for Charles DCs
concern was his fear that if Mary lived and one day came to the
English throne, she would ally with Spain unless he retained her
friendship. Execute her, and the French King, for all his words,
would rejoice at heart. * Ah!* exclaimed Charles, when told the
details of her plotting, 'the poor fool will never cease until she
lose her head. In faith, they will put her to death. I see it is her
own fault and folly. I see no remedy for it.' There is not the
slightest doubt that Elizabeth could have sent Mary to the scaf-
fold with impunity, and it is just as certain that Parliament and
her councillors were right in thinking this the surest and sim-
plest way for Elizabeth's safety and the quiet and security of the
realm. The strongest ruler might have sacrified a tender con-
science to such cogent arguments and the tremendous pressure
of subjects and statesmen. Elizabeth could not and would not.